Template for MSM Submissions

While writing, do look into the following: 

1. Add an Abstract at the beginning [100-150 words] 

2. Add Key Words after Abstract [4-6 key words from the text] 

3. Add Author affiliations, Correspondence address, and email id below Key Words

4. Start articles with Introduction. Break up write up into suitable paragraphs, with headings and subheadings as required. 

5. Add flowchart of the paper, at the end of the write up but before Concluding Remarks, as a figure that includes salient features of the paper and its important findings, so readers can get a pictorial overview of the paper at one glance.

6. Add Concluding Remarks [100-150 words] at the end 

7. Add Take Home message [3-4 lines] after concluding remarks. Take home should be less than concluding remarks.

8. Add Conflict of Interest, if any, after Take Home message 

9. Add Declaration that it is your original unpublished work, not submitted for publication elsewhere. 

10. Add acknowledgements, if any, after Declaration 

11. Add Questions that the Paper Raises  [4-7 questions that readers/researchers can deliberate over in the light of your write-up], before References. 

12. Add References in Modified Harvard style [see References below, point 17, or article on MSM website for details]. 

13. Add 100-150 word 'About the author' with a recent high-resolution jpg photo to go along with your write-up, after References.

14. Full length article: A paper may ordinarily not be more than 4500 words, complete with an abstract (150 words maximum), introduction and concluding remarks (150 words maximum). Each Article may contain not more than 30 references, 50% of which are 2000 AD or after. [This is so that recent work does not go unnoticed.]

15. Editorial: An editorial may not be more than 2500 words with max 30 references [50% 2000 or later. 

16. Feature and Communications: Musings max 1500 words. Reflections, The Looking Mirror max 2500 words, with 20 references [50% 2000 or later]. Letters to editor word limit is 1000 words. MSM Book review word limit is 2000 words.

17. All submissions in Microsoft WORD, Times New Roman 12pt font size.

18. Review: Submissions are subject to editorial and peer review.

19. Deadlines: Authors are advised to stick to deadlines of submissions strictly. As also carry out editorial corrections and peer review modifications as per time schedule given by the editorial office. [The deadline for this submission is: …]

20. References 

Reference style is Harvard [modified as per MSM]. 

All References should be bunched together in alphabetical order at the end of the submission. For two or more references from the same author/authors in the same year, (a) and (b) maybe used after the year of publication. For example: 

i. For References of Same Author in One Year: 

Woodruff T., (2004a), Letters: The medical profession and the pharmaceutical industry: when will we open our eyes? eMJA, 181:8, p458-459. 

Woodruff T.G., (2004b), Pharmaceutical marketing, the PBS, and patient care, New Doctor, 81, p21-22. 

  

Authors must check authenticity of references and other facts quoted before submission. They should follow the following pattern:  
 
ii. For Editorials: 

Angell M., (2000), Is Academic Medicine for Sale? (Editorial), N Engl J Med, 342:20, p1516-1518 

iii. For Papers: 

Schafer A., (2004), Biomedical conflicts of interest: a defence of the sequestration thesis-learning from the cases of Nancy Olivieri and David Healy, J Med Ethics, 30, p8-24. 

iv. For Books and Monographs: 

i) Angell M., (2004), The truth about the drug companies: how they deceive us and what to do about it. New York: Random House. 

ii) Singh A.R., Singh S.A., (2005), Medical Practice, Psychiatry and the Pharmaceutical Industry: And Ever the Trio shall Meet-I: The Connection between Academia and Industry, Mens Sana Monographs, II: 6, III:1, March-June, p5-35. 

v. For Web References: 

National Prescribing Service Limited, (2002-03), Annual report 2002-03, p32. Available at: www.nps.org.au/resources/content/nps_annual_report_02-03.pdf (Accessed 30 April, 2009).  

vi. For News Paper/Magazine Articles: 

Harris G., (2004b), As doctor writes prescription, drug company writes a check, New York Times, June 27, A1. 

vii. Personal communications 

Personal communication may not ordinarily be quoted as a reference. If at all done, it should be with the written permission of the communicator. 

21. Copyright 

Copyright of material published rests with the Mens Sana Monographs. However, authors are permitted to disseminate their published work freely by post or electronic means, and to put it up on their personal/institutional web sites for the information and knowledge of their viewers and fellow researchers, with due acknowledgement of the original source of publication (MSM). Authors should contact and obtain permission from MSM if they intend publication of their work in any other form later. Such requests are ordinarily granted on due acknowledgement of publication in MSM. 

22. Typical Paper 

See http://www.msmonographs.org/article.asp?issn=09731229;year=2009;volume=7;issue=1;spage=10;epage=19;aulast=Chadwick 

for a typical paper. 

  

Best wishes.

Editor, MSM

editor@msmonographs.org
